Tennis at Takapuna Grammar certainly hit the ground running this year, with impressive performances in all competitions.
In our “bread and butter” Saturday morning programme, all 4 teams made steady progress over the 5 week season, with each team recording at least 2 wins and all four hopefully gaining a place in the play-offs for their respective league titles. A special mention must go to Rory and Emmet who remained unbeaten as a doubles combination all season.

The success of these teams is down to a lot of hard work behind the scenes. Coach Laurence Henderson made impressive use of the hour long sessions each morning, whilst team managers Will Scovell, Mary Pottinger, Sachi and Chris Cox were superb in organising the teams each week.

Hopefully this will continue into term 4 and we can see a few more league titles heading to Takapuna to follow up last year’s intermediate girls!

In Auckland’s “Champion of Champions” tournament a superb performance from Mikaela Davies saw her become Senior Girls’ Singles champion! This is a fantastic achievement, up against some of the best players in Auckland, and also made the team event a lot closer! Mikaela teamed up with Andressa Ferreira in the doubles and the points they gained there enabled Takapuna Grammar to claim 3rd place in the girls’ team competition. An incredible achievement as we only entered 3 out of 9 events – the potential is huge! The boys entered 3 events also, with Ben Davies making the quarter finals of the intermediate boys’ singles competition – an impressive feat for a doubles specialist!

Early March also saw the qualifying round for Tennis New Zealand’s school national competition and saw Takapuna Grammar face up against the potential strength of St Kent’s. Fortunately we (Emmet MacLaurin, Ben Davies, Mikaela Davies and Andressa Ferreira) came through that tie 4-2 and claimed our place in the National finals for the first time in 18 years! This meant a trip to Christchurch towards the end of March to compete in the mixed doubles competition. Taking a relatively weak team compared to some schools there, we were seeded 7th and had to face the second seeds first, followed by the 3rd seeds. Over the week all 4 players performed admirably, and we were unlucky to just miss out on 6th place – finishing joint 7th over all. Each player recorded at least 1 win against some of the top ranked tennis pupils in the country and was a credit to themselves and the school.
The school championships also took place during the last week of term and saw Quinn Cooke retain his junior boys’ title from last year. Andressa Ferreira took the senior girls title while Sarah Alrufaie just sneaked past Michaela Hua in the intermediate girls final. Darren Jeong took out the intermediate boys title.
All this makes it a very successful term for Taka tennis, and hopes are high for future successes whilst our players continue to show a lot of potential. We are continuing a programme for some during the winter, to maintain and improve the current skill levels and hope to be back with a bang in term 4!
