TAKAPUNA GRAMMAR CYCLES TO PODIUM FINISH

Takapuna Grammar School returned with gold medals from the recent North Island Secondary School Cycling Championships in the Waikato. 

Captain Harry Ross, Robbie Laking, Harry Hebden and Jonathon Ranford won first place in the Junior Boys Team Time Trial.  The team had a spectacular race and finished the 16km course 32 seconds ahead of their competitors. Auckland’s Sacred Heart School took 2nd place with Hamilton Boys High School less than a second behind in 3rd place.  

The Junior Girls A team comprising of Ella Matuschka (Captain), Hannah Cantrell, Rachel Sykes and Madison Farrell finished the time trial in a remarkable 5th place out of more than 30 teams. All riders worked exceptionally hard and the looks on their faces showed that they had ‘given it their all’ when they crossed the finish line.

Despite the cold and the fog Takapuna Grammar placed very well in the individual road races on the following day. Harry Elworthy deserves a special mention finishing 6th (Under 15 Boys) in his first ever road race. In the close sprint finish of the under 16 years boys race Harry Ross came 6th and Robbie Laking 8th. Racing on her birthday Hannah Sykes finished in 10th position (Under 17 Girls). 

Although it is only the 5th year of competitive road cycling for Takapuna Grammar, the results establish that this is a school to look out for on the national cycling circuit. 

Big Congratulations to Harry Ross who has been chosen for the Under 17 Development Academy for Cycling.

