


Year 9 Extension Art:

These paintings are inspired by the work of  the artist Jeff  Soto.
Students created their own imaginary creatures and a world for them to inhabit.

Michelle Wang

Zoe Seligman Isabel Dunn Chisa Murata

Madison Fleming 11
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Entrepreneurial North Shore students from Excel 
Corporations, a student company from Takapuna 

Grammar, took out first place at the Lion Foundation Young 
Enterprise Scheme business presentation finals for North 
Shore and Rodney. The students impressed judges with 
their innovative Make a Million business board game for 
children. 

Finance director for Excel Corporations, Umar Kuddus, 
overwhelmed by his team’s win, commented, “I was about to 
cry. Words cannot describe how we’re feeling.”

“The standard of  presentations keeps lifting every 
year,” judge Sue Stanaway, from Bayleys North Shore, said. 
“It’s amazing that young people are given this opportunity 
to learn all the rudiments of  business and learn business 
acumen before even choosing a career.”

Ten secondary school student businesses wowed the 160 
strong audience with their business products which included 
Mapkins - innovative local maps printed on napkins; P’eco – 
pot pets for children; and Procore – environmentally friendly 
coffee sleeves.    

Enterprise North Shore facilitates the programme in 
North Shore, Rodney and Auckland Central. YES regional 
coordinator Lisa Ford said, “The enthusiasm and energy 
levels of  the kids combined with their professionalism and 
business prowess is a formidable combination.” 

Takapuna Grammar had a big night with Advertising 
Design Services who took third place winning the Benefitz 
Business Card competition with each student director 
receiving 150 cards of  their winning design.

Business School win
Excel Corporations’ (from left) Edric Angkiriwang, Umar Kuddus, Neil Jadav, Kaito Narita, Alex Miller. 

Advertising Design Services: Andy Sok, Gwan Ho Lee, Kun Quian, Mr Lamb,  Pheng Jiang, Jonathan Tan, Young Min Lee

“I was about to cry. Words cannot 
describe how we’re feeling.”
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Korean community centre planned
The Takapuna Grammar School Board of  Trustees 

has signed a memorandum of  understanding with 
the Korean Society of  Auckland to work together to 
build a centre for the Korean Community on the school 
grounds. The memorandum was signed at a ceremony 
attended by members of  the Korean Society executive, the 
Korean Counsul for Auckland, MrYoung Geol Kim, and 
representatives of  the local Korean Community. Mr Mark 

McCall, the new Board of  Trustee’s Chairperson and Mr 
Simon Lamb, Takapuna Grammar School’s Principal, 
sigend on behalf  of  the school.

The centre will provide a facility to promote and 
preserve Korean language, culture and identity. It will have 
an educational focus and will have shared usage by both the 
Korean community and the school.

Left to Right: Maverick Son, Audrey Chung, Kevin Yoo, Kyung Sook Wilson, Andrew Park, Mark McCall, Simon Lamb, Justin Yang, Terry Holding,      
Young Geol Kim, Stanley Park, Jong Ho Kang.

Mt Tarawera
What could be better than standing in the crater of the mountain you have been trying to teach the students about and saying … “See what I 
mean?”. We met the Tarawera Crew at the bottom of the mountain where we all got on board the 4WD vehicles. The students enjoyed the ride 
up the mountain. Near to the top we stopped and saw the line of volcanoes from Mt Ruapehu all the way out to White Island. This was another 
learning moment impossible to be replicated in the classroom. We arrived at the top and after a short climb  there was time for photos and “pose 
downs”. After an exciting scree run down the crater we landed in ‘Charlie’s Classroom’ and the students were taught about what happened on that 
night in June 1886. The learning that went on up the mountain was a great re-inforcement of the information we covered in class and was a great 
experience for the students too.

“The centre will provide a facility to promote and 
preserve Korean language, culture and identity.“
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This year’s show, Fiddler on the Roof, was a smash hit, selling 
out the last two nights and producing a standing ovation 

on both. Some of  the many accolades that came in during the 
week of  the show and afterwards were glowing:

“…way beyond what I expected from a school 
performance”, “…felt so proud of  the young people on stage,” 
the acting and singing were superb and the orchestra very 
professional,” “it was a very professional and profoundly moving 
evening, and the standing ovation at the end was fabulous.” 

Going to the Bruce Mason Centre was a great idea it turns 
out, and our audience found the venue enhanced the show. The 
great lighting, flying frame, the atmosphere and the sunken 
orchestra pit could all be seen from one’s seat – not a feature 
of  the school hall.

Fiddler was a show the students took some time to 
appreciate, but it was the right one for us. Mr David Stent 
wanted an orchestra and this show gave him the opportunity. 
A fine band came together and played with great energy and 
precision. Some of  the itinerant music teachers joined in giving 
us extra puff. Leader, Ruth Chong, doubled as the Fiddler and 
descended, amazingly, from above the stage while playing!

With Ms Jane Horder, who chose the show, teaching 
the singing we had the best chance to do top-quality work. 
Her demands for enunciation and exactness with entries 
meant strong work from vocals. Professional standards from a 
professional singer were the hall-mark.

Mr Bruce De Grut produced and directed the show and 
designed it with Ms Demelza Cusens. She wanted fabrics, 
especially dyed ones using local vegetation, and she made 
beautiful roofs to float over the different locations. Long coloured 
sheets were twisted into cables to represent the heritage and 
historic identity of  the people of  Anatevka. At the end, a new 
cable was brought by the young people and raised overhead to 
show a brighter future after the holocaust.

Ms Juliet Cryns choreographed the many dances with the 

wedding scene taking line honours – those bottle dancers were 
a gas. Jonathan Tait was keen, playing a Russian dancer and 
donning a beard for the Jewish dance, Gordon Kang stepped 
out similarly with Emma Denney and Natalia Mitchell cross-
dressing to lift this exciting section in the show. Other Year 
13 dancers were Lauren Bowler, Christie Malva and Aimee 
Shearer.

Great performances from students distinguished the 
production. The demanding role of  Tevye was shared by 
Michael Ross and Jarryd Walker. They portrayed a father 
dealing with the loss of  his daughters to men he doesn’t approve 
of. His anguish was most moving. Catherine Campion and 
Olivia Mune were the sharp-tongued and funny wife, Golde. 
Their song with Tevye was the second most popular part of  the 
show. Amelia MacDonald and Alice Nicholls (Year 11) shared 
eldest daughter Tzeital, the first to resist the family tradition by 
refusing to wed Lazar-Wolf, played by Will Rawlinson and Alex 
Revell. They looked like old men with their beards and grey 
hair, an effect made by Ms Anna-Marie Dixon and Ms Philippa 
MacMillan’s makeup team. Laura Eaton and Petra Bullock 
(Year 11) enchanted as Hodel. Youngest daughter, Chava, was 
poignantly played by Lily Kemp and Siobhan Dixon (Year 12).

Other oldies were Josh Bouwhuis and Emmett MacLaurin 
who played local men staid in their ways, John McCall and Josh 
Bamford were younger men. Kaylee Lloyd was a rollicking 
innkeeper. Molly Rowlandson shone as the matchmaker, Yente, 
and Eli Shaul was a dusty rabbi who looked like the real thing – 
great characters well made by these talented students.

Joseph Daly and Ben Seaton shared the funny and 
desperate Motel the Tailor with Jack Buckley giving a star turn 
as Perchik, the revolutionary. Andrew Coshan charmed with his 
Fyedka who swept away Chava. He also did great work dancing 
in the bottle dance and as a Russian.

The most popular moment was the Dream scene, with a 
scratchy old grandma, wonderfully sung by Lauren Holcombe.    

Fiddler lifts the roof at the Bruce
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The Global Enterprise Challenge is an international 24 
hour business challenge for young people aged 16-19. 

The event took place from 12 – 15 June this year, and was 
hosted by Massey University (as the Principal Sponsor) at 
their Albany campus. 

This year my team ‘DRAFTFCB’ won the title as 
‘Team New Zealand’ while competing against nine other 

teams from around New Zealand. Along with the title, each 
member of  my team was awarded a Business Scholarship 
for one year at Massey University.

The experience itself  is quite intense due to the time 
restrictions as the event allocates only 24 hours to solve 
a challenge with a two-page business plan, a business 
presentation and a working model of  a product. It has given 
me an insight into the world of  business after working ten 
hours straight in a corporate office run by ‘DRAFTFCB’ 
who were our company hosts for the challenge. This shows 
the  extend at which the business community is willing to 
dedicate their time, effort and especially their offices, to a 
bunch of  teenagers which I can say on behalf  of  my team 
was VERY generous of  them.

I highly recommend it to any Takapuna Grammar 
Student, as the experience has given me a new perspective 
on the world of  business and has shown the qualities and 
skills which I have and the ones I need to work on. The 
experience has given me the opportunity to meet complete 
strangers and work as a team to achieve the impossible 
and win the title as Team New Zealand in just less than 
48 hours.

By Pheng Jiang

Global enterprise challenge

    A group of  local dead dancing in their decaying winding sheets 
were visited by a ghoulish band complete with gravestones and 
topping it all a shrieking Fruma-Sarah who descended from the 
fly tower. Alex Fenton was superb and stole the show. 

Year 13s who provided the older look were Talya Avram, 
Leisha Calder, William Godfrey, Rosy Herstell, Rosie Smith, 
Jesse Wynne.

Ms Dixon found the costumes with some mums and 
teachers making some pieces. We cannot thank Ms Dixon 
enough for her enormous input. Ms Deborah Woodward’s soft 
tech class made the detailed and dissolving outfits for the ghouls. 
The care and creative exploration of  students working to a brief  
was very impressive. 

Mr Tim Flinn with a student team put together set 
and properties, with Molly Parker calling the show as Stage 
Manager. Henry Scott MacDonald ran lights and Jordan 
Griffith ran media. The splendid paintings of  Chagall were 
used as background. 

A huge thank you must go to Dylan Sheehan, former 
school techie now working for Van Gent, stage and technical 

contractor to the Bruce Mason. Dylan set it up with lighting and 
sound, in a single afternoon.

Ms Yvonne Campion has championed our work in 
Performing Arts for the last 3 years anchoring a small committee 
which ran publicity and front of  house, assembling baskets 
for raffles and getting sponsorship from House of  Travel, 
Devonport.

Performing Arts are proud and delighted with their 
achievements on the show. The students grew to love being 
in Fiddler and their work on stage became fun and delight as 
audiences rose to acclaim their efforts. Last word to parents 
Jacky and Callum Ross:  “The show…is something entirely 
home grown. Many of  the leads and the chorus have not had 
private dancing, singing or acting lessons. What they have 
achieved is truly the result of  the tuition they have received at 
TGS. This is why their achievements should mean so much 
more. They give you something to truly be proud of.”

Mrs Kofoed, Pheng Jiang and Mr Lamb
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Host families required

The school is seeking families to host some male students 

from a top school in Seoul, Korea. The students arrive at 

the beginning of  Term 3, Thursday, 22 July. They will be going 

on 3 day trip and will stay with host families from Sunday, 25 

July to Saturday, 31 July (6 nights). Students will attend classes, 

experience the Kiwi language and culture, make new friends 

and see new places. Reimbursement for the accommodation 

will be $200. 

If you are interested in hosting a Korean student, please 

contact Andrew Park T: 489 4167 ext 207 or email 

a.park@takapuna.school.nz for more information.

Year 9 2011 Open Evening
Wednesday, 21 July 2010 at 4.15pm and 5.45pm.

There will be an information session and presentations by the 

principal and students in the school hall followed by guided 

tours of  the school commencing at the beginning of  Term 3.

FADE information evening
There will be a parent and caregiver information evening 

on Alcohol and Drugs, on Thursday, 5 August at 7pm. The 

guest speaker is Colin Bramfitt from FADE (Foundation for 

Alcohol and Drug Education).  

You can view their website at http://www.fade.org.nz

2010 Calendar of  Events

WEEK ONE: 19 – 23 July
Wednesday 21st Open Evening, 4.15–7pm

WEEK TWO: 26 – 30 July

Thursday 29th Junior Reports Issued
Enrolment Evening, 4–7pm

WEEK THREE: 2 – 6 August

Wednesday 4th Enrolment Evening, 4–7pm

Thursday 5th Junior Report Evening
Australian Maths Competition

WEEK FOUR: 9 – 13 August

Monday 9th Big Sing National Finals

Tuesday 10th Enrolment Evening, 4-7pm
Big Sing National Finals
International Evening, School Hall, 7pm

Wednesday 11th Sports Photos

Thursday 12th Option Evening, School Hall, 4pm

WEEK FIVE: 16 – 20 August

WEEK SIX: 23 – 27 August

WEEK SEVEN: 30 August – 3 September

Monday – Friday 30 Aug – 
3 Sept

Winter Tournament Week

WEEK EIGHT: 6 – 10 September

Thursday – Friday 9th – 10th Senior Exams Commence

WEEK NINE: 13 – 17 September

Monday – Friday 13th – 17th Senior Exams

WEEK TEN: 20 – 24 September

Friday 24th End of  Term 3




